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Introduction

The Gorgan Plain is located in the southeast of
Caspian Sea. This region is limited to the Alborz
Mountains from the south and the border of Iran and
Turkmenistan from the north. In the last 60 years,
oil exploration activities in this area have led to the
drilling of 10 wells. In these wells, sediments from the
present time to the Paleocene and in two wells to the
Jurassic have been drilled.

This study was conducted with the aim of investigating
sedimentation and subsidence rates in the Gorgan
Plain using basin modeling. When sediments are
deposited at high rates, compaction does not occur
homogeneously in the vertical sequence or laterally.
High rates of sedimentation and low permeability of
sediments such as shales cause fluids to be trapped in
sediment porosity and increase hydrostatic pressure.
An increase in hydrostatic pressure can lead to
the breaking of rocks. When there are gravitative
instability sediments, high-pressure zones and the oil-
generating process lead to the formation of mudfiows
[1]. Regional changes in sedimentation rates can show
the pattern of expansion of high-pressure zones [2].
Therefore, the study of sedimentation rates can be a
method to investigate the possibility of the existence
and expansion of high-pressure layers in the region
and reduce drilling risks [3]. High-pressure zones can
affect processes and elements of the petroleum system,
including source rock maturation [4].

Geological Settings

The Gorgan Plain is considered a part of the South
Caspian Basin. This basin is the result of back-arc
faulting during the Middle Jurassic-Early Cretaceous
[5, 6]. With the movement of the Arabian plate towards
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the northeast in the late Eocene-ecarly Oligocene and
also the lowering of the water level, the Caspian Sea
was separated from the open seas [7-10]. After being
temporarily connected to open water in the Upper
Pliocene [10], the South Caspian Basin has not been
connected to open water until now.

High pressure zones can be seen in different parts
of the South Caspian Basin, which has a decreasing
trend from the center and northwest of the basin to the
northeast [11]. Thick and uncompressed sediments
are the result of high sedimentation rate in the region.
Fluids that exist in high-pressure zones can lead to the
formation of mud volcanoes or mud domes [12]. 400
active mud volcanoes have been reported in the South
Caspian Basin, which are mainly found in the coastal
areas of Azerbaijan and Turkmenistan [13]. There are
also gas and oil fields in the eastern and western parts
of the basin. In the Gorgan Plain, there are four active
mud volcanoes and numerous silent mud volcanoes
[14]. The mud volcanic eruptions of the South Caspian
Basin have been considered to be related to anticlines
and oil accumulations [1, 13]. In the report of the
drilled wells, the presence of high-pressure zones has
been reported, for example, the high-pressure zone in
the Cheleken Formation of the Gorgan 3a well [15].

Materials and Methods

In this study, 1D basin modeling has been used to
calculate sedimentation rates. Temis software and
Genex of Beicip Franlab Company were used to
reconstruction burial history and sedimentation rate.
In the Gor gan Plain, the thickness of the formations
increases towards the Caspian coast, since no well has
been drilled in this area, based on the available seismic
data, a hypothetical well was used for modeling.



1D modeling of Gorgan 3a well near the Qarniariq
mud volcano and the hypothetical well near the Naft-
E-lijeh mud volcano, have been done.

The basin modeling software calculates the compaction
of sediment through geological time. The thickness and
porosity changes of the layers through geological time,
were used for calculation sedimentation rates, such as
uncorrected sedimentation rate, solid sedimentation
rate and total sedimentation rate based on equations 1,
2 and 3, respectively [16, 17].

uR =T7PT(m /Ma) (1)

0 =7N(m /Ma) 2
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Results and Discussion

The thickness of Cenozoic sediments in Gorgan 3a
and hypothetical wells are 2943 and 6320 meters,
respectively (Table 1), which indicates an increase in
the thickness of the sequence of sediments by about two
times in the hypothetical well. While the distance of the
wells is less than 40 km, which indicates the increase in
the sedimentation rate and thickness of the formations
towards the hypothetical well. The lowest sedimentation
rate in the Gorgan 3a and hypothetical wells are solid
sedimentation rate of the Paleocene-Eocene sediments 9
and 40 m/Ma, respectively (Table | and Figure 1). These
rates show an increase towards the hypothetical well.
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The thickness of the layers and sedimentation rates
increase towards the hypothetical well, but the Baku
sediments are less thick in this well than in the Gorgan
3a well. This formation in the hypothetical and Gorgan
3a wells has thickness of 920 and 1010 meters, and
solid sedimentation rates of 944 and 844 m/Ma,
respectively, which are the highest solid sedimentation
rates in the studied wells. Despite the greater thickness
of these sediments in the Gorgan 3a well, the rate of solid
sedimentation is lower than the hypothetical well. The
reason for that is the lower burial depth (thickness of the
Neo-Caspian Formation) and the lower compaction of the
Baku Formation in the Gorgan 3a well. In calculating the
solid sedimentation rate, the thickness of the formation
with zero porosity is taken into account (Equation 2). The
total sedimentation rate of the Baku Formation is higher
in the hypothetical well (2697 and 2411 m/Ma in the
hypothetical well and Gorgan 3a, respectively).

The Neo-Caspian formation has a thickness of 1320 m
in the hypothetical well and 285 m in the Gorgan 3a well
(Table 1). This formation does not follow the increasing
trend of sedimentation rate in older sediments (Table
1). In the hypothetical well, it has high sedimentation
rates, but in the Gorgan 3a well, a significant decrease in
the sedimentation rates occurred, which indicates faster
sedimentation in the coastal parts. The concentration
of sedimentation in the west of Gorgan Plain can
indicate the change of sedimentation pattern during the
deposition of Neo-Caspian sediments in the region.

Table 1 Geological age, depth and sedimentation rates in the Gorgan 3a and hypothetical wells.

Hypothetical well Gorgan 3a well
Formation Base Age(Ma) gz;ﬁom Depth | Thickness Sedimentation rate (m/Ma) Depth | Thickness Sedimentation rate (m/Ma)

(m) (m) Uncorrected | Solid | Total | (M) (m) Uncorrected | Solid | Total
Neo-Caspian 1 1 0 1320 1320 831 [2374 |0 285 285 137 391
Baku 1.8 0.8 1320 | 920 1150 944 | 2697 | 285 1010 1263 844 2411
Apsheron 2.6 0.8 2240 | 840 1050 926 | 2647 | 1295 615 769 615 1758
Akchagyl 3.6 1 3080 | 120 120 108 | 309 | 1910 50 50 42 121
Cheleken 5.3 1.7 3200 | 880 518 468 | 883 | 1960 265 156 132 249
Maikop-Diatom Eq. | 33.9 19.4 4080 | 1640 85 54 152 | 2225 585 30 18 51
Paleocene-Eocene 47.8 13.9 5720 | 600 43 40 118 2810 133.6 10 9 25

6320 2943.6
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Fig. 1 Sedimentation rates in the Gorgan 3a well (A) and hypothetical well (B).
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Conclusions

The  Pliocene-Present  sediments,  including
Cheleken, Akchagyl, Apsheron, Baku and Neo-
Caspian formations, were deposited at a high rate.
The thickness of these sediments increases towards
the Caspian Sea (Table 1). The deposition of these
sediments is accompanied by a high subsidence rate
and simultaneously with the increase in orogenic
activities and the separation of the Caspian Sea from
open waters.

The deposition rate of the Neo-Caspian Formation in
the studied wells indicates the continued high rate of
sediment deposition in the coastal parts of the Gorgan
Plain and the decrease of this rate in the parts far from
the coast.

The lowest sedimentation rates are in the Paleocene-
Eocene deposits (solid sedimentation rate 9 m/Ma),
and the highest rates are in Baku Formation (solid
sedimentation rate 944 m/Ma).

High sedimentation rate is one of the controlling
factors in the formation of mud volcanos and high-
pressure zones in the region, and these rates can have
a significant impact on the processes and elements of
the petroleum system.
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