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Introduction

If oil shale is heated, it produces a fluid like a
hydrocarbon [1] In fact, oil shale is defined as an
unconventional reservoir of hydrocarbons, and it
is predicted that the shale oil produced from these
sources is more than four times the proven oil reserves
in the whole world [2], Regardless of the production
processes of shale oil, the properties of shale oil cannot
be used in any industries for many reasons, including
high viscosity, high amounts of impurities such as
sulfur, nitrogen, oxygen, heavy metals, etc., and the
high percentage of asphaltene compounds. In such a
way, their extraction and transportation are challenging
and complicated, and their price in world markets is
much lower than light crude oil [3].

Materials and Methods

30 g of oil shale samples of oil shale formations located
in the Qalikuh Lorestan Mountain were used in each
stage of the experiments[4]. This value is the minimum
value that can be used to analyze tests related to oil
produced from oil shale or so-called shale oil. The oil
shale samples are irradiated once with conventional
heating and once with the use of microwaves to extract
the produced shale oil from them. For this purpose,
the Fisher assay developed with microwaves and
conventional heating was used. A schematic of this
device is shown in Figure 1. First, we put the powdered
oil shale samples under microwave radiation at various
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powers and measured the temperature of the oil shale
in different time intervals. Based on the temperatures
recorded for the microwave-irradiated samples, the oil
shale samples are subjected to conventional heating
with the same heating interval. All efforts were made
to reach the same temperatures under microwave
radiation, which sometimes may have a slight
difference. In all oil shale samples, 2% by weight of
activated carbon was added to increase the absorption
coefficient and uniform heating distribution. The
process of microwaves and conventional heating in
the device is entirely in a state where the entire device
is saturated with helium gas. After the path to the gas
meter is saturated with helium, the microwave heating
process is carried out in the mentioned time intervals
under the frequency of 2.45 GHz. As a result of heating
the oil shale samples, the produced gas enters the gas
meter. As a result of cracking, the amount of shale oil
entered the collector container after being cooled by
the cooling system. The amount of saturated, aromatic,
resin and asphaltene compounds (SARA) of shale oil
was determined at each stage (ASTM D-4124 and IP-
143 methods. The elemental compounds of produced
shale oil, including their carbon, sulfur, nitrogen, and
oxygen elements, were measured using the Vario Max-
CHNS elemental device (ASTM D5453) - (ASTM
D4294). Also, some compounds, bands, and bonds
of the produced shale oil were determined using the
Fourier transform infrared (FTIR) method.
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Fig. 1 Shematic of Modified fisher Assey by microwave
Radiation.

Results and Discussion

The results related to the amount of shale oil produced
for different oil shale samples are shown in Figure 2.
As can be seen in all the samples, the oil shale samples
that have been exposed to microwave radiation show
the highest efficiency in shale oil production. By
Microwave heating in sample M1 to Cl 10.6%by
weight Improved the recovery (12.6 OC/min), for
sample M2 to C2 (19.9 °C/min) improving of Oil
production increased to 31.1% and, and finally shale
oil produced decrases to 16.27% by weight with
heating rate to 27 °C/min in sample M3, There is an
optimal temperature for the maximum yield of shale
oil produced in oil shale samples under microwave
radiation.
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Fig. 2 Improved oil Production by Micro wave heating Vs.
Convention

Figure 3 show SARA Analysis of sample | in
microwave and convention heating, The result show
that asphalten and aromatic content more reduced by
micro wave heating and Resin content increase due
convention heating. Saturated content no change.
Figure 4 show SARA Analysis of sample 2 in
microwave and convention heating, The result show
that asphalten content more reduced by micro wave
heating and Saturated content increase due convention
heating. Resin and Aromatic content no change.
Figure 5 show SARA Analysis of sample 3 in
microwave and convention heating, The result show
that asphalten content more reduced by micro wave
heating and Saturated content increase due convention
heating. Resin and Aromatic content near to unchanged.
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Fig .3 SARA Analysis of sample 1 in microwave and con-
vention heating.
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Fig 4. SARA Analysis of sample 2 in microwave and convention heating

Fig. 4 SARA Analysis of sample 2 in microwave and con-
vention heating.
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Conclusions

Based on the results of this study, pyrolysis of oil shale
using microwaves has a higher efficiency from the
point of view of the amount of shale oil produced than
pyrolysis with conventional heating.

In shale oil production from oil shales, by using mi-
crowaves, the amount of shale oil and properties of it
dependent to power and time of processs.In fact, in the
pyrolysis of oil shale by microwaves, there is an op-
timal heating rate for the maximum amount of shale
oil production with high quality of produced oil. In
the other form there is a optimum rate of heating for
more production and upgrading of produced oil by mi-
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crowave hating, but in normal heating with incrased
of temperature reduced the saturated content and in-
crased the resin.
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